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and to become, like her two predecessors, the mere
chief of a party; whereas she meant to be the Queen
of all Englishmen, and to tranquillise the natural fears
of each party by letting it see that it would not be
sacrificed to the violence of the other. Moreover the
unbridled ascendancy of the Protestants would mean
such alterations in the established worship as would
have driven from the parish churches thousands of
the most military class, peers, squires and their tenantry,
who were enduring Anglicanism with its episcopate,
its semi-Catholic prayer-book, and its claim to belong
to the Universal Apostolic Church, because they could
persuade themselves that its variations from the old
religion were unimportant and temporary. And this
again would increase the probability of foreign in-
vasion. For, though to Philip all forms of heresy
were equally damnable and equally marked out for
extermination sooner or later, yet he was in much less
hurry to begin with the politically harmless Lutherans
or Anglicans than with the dangerous levellers who
derived their inspiration from Geneva. Now for
Elizabeth to gain time was everything. She had
gained ten precious years already by her moderation.
She wan to gain twenty more before the slow-moving
Spaniard decided to launch the great Armada.

But though Elizabeth shunned war with Spain she
nevertheless recognised that Philip was the enemy,
and that all ways of damaging him short of war were
for her advantage. English and Huguenot corsairs
swarmed in the Channel. Spanish ships were seized.
The crews were hanged or made to walk the plank;
the prizes were carried into English ports, and there